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DAVID    SCOTT     
“D�A for Writers” 

• Overview of D�A 

• Uses in criminal 

prosecutions 

• Hi-profile cases 

David Scott is a 

Perryton lawyer with 

many years of 

experience in family 

and criminal law. He is 

also the new District 

Attorney for the 84th 

District. DNA is a topic 

that can enrich your 

crime stories as well as 

romances, since it can 

be used to prove 

paternity and family 

links. 

HARRY HAINES  
• An overview of 

"writing contests" in 
America.  

• How contests help 
you—why you should 
be entering.  

• Tips on how to win.  
  

Harry Haines has 

entered over a hundred 

contests. He's failed too 

many times to count, 

but he's also won four, 

big international writing 

contests.  And one of 

them, "The Mayhaven 

Award for Fiction," 

resulted in publication 

of his novel, Orphan. 

  

Harry's PowerPoint 

presentation at the 

January PPW meeting 

will analyze the bias of 

judging and offer ten 

suggestions on how to 

win writing contests. 

  

Harry has 16 published 

books and contracts for 

two more. His 

presentation will 

analyze America's 

publishing industry and 

offer suggestions for 

how we, as writers, can 

use contests to help us 

meet the challenge of 

publication. 

Afternoon Program— David Scott: DNA for Writers 

President’s Report 

Much has happened since 
November. I’ve learned I’m 
not a very good patient. I 
want to be better right now 
and not have to go through all 
the tests and such. I really 
don’t like the vampires 
drawing my blood every week. 
Despite the inconveniences of 
being under the weather, I’m 
thankful for a good doctor 
and good insurance. 

Now that I’m on the mend, 
let’s get down to business.  I 
would like to remind everyone 
that membership dues need to 
be paid this month. If you 
have already paid your dues, 
thank you. If you haven’t 
written the check, please do 
so. Once we get dues 
collected, we want to publish 
a new membership directory. 
Our current directory is very 

out dated, and there have 
been some changes to the 
bylaws and standing rules that 
we do not have in the 
directory. 

As has been discussed at the 
recent meetings, we are 
looking for a new location for 
our regular meetings.(see p. 2) 

 

Special points of 
interest: 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your 

point of interest here. 
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THE PPW WINDOW 

A Newsletter for Writers 
Meeting Saturday 

January 17, 2009 

Alumni Banquet Facility 

West Texas A&M  

Greeting time      9:30 a.m. 

Morning Session- 10—12 a.m. 

 Lunch                12—12:45 p.m. 

 Business Mtg.     12:45 -1 p.m. 

 Aft. Session        1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 “Afterglow”       3:00-3:30 p.m. 
 

 

Lunch is $10.00 

Get reservation to 

 Suzanne Bogue by 8:00 

p.m. 

Tuesday, January 13th, or   

phone 806-341-6995   

 or email 

ppwlunch@yahoo.com 
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Inside Story Headline 

money raised will help pay for 
FiW in 2010. The 2010 
conference will be in 
conjunction with Amarillo 
College. Please watch for 
announcements on the 
workshops and the conference. 

Don’t forget that our January 
meeting will be held at West 

While there are numerous 
venues, the cost and lack of a 
long term contract are quickly 
eroding the possibilities. Craig 
and Suzanne and working hard 
to find a place, and we will keep 
you informed. 

We are still planning workshops 
as FiW fundraisers in 2009. The 

Texas A&M University.  We 
will post the address and 
directions in the 
announcements. 

I hope everyone enjoyed their 
holiday. I look forward to a 
successful 2009. 

 

Directions: Take I 27 

South to Spur 48 (Russell 

Long Boulevard), past 26th 

St, and park behind the 

round building. The Banquet 

Facility is the south part of 

that building. 

Writer’s Week-End 

Poetry - Friday, Jan 16th 

1:00-5:00 Free Workshops - JBK Lower Level 

5:00-6:30 Pizza Reception 

7:00-10:00 Poetry SLAM - JBK Legends  

Workshops:• Spoken Word/Oral Poetry with 

Slamarillo’s own Raul “magic man” Rodarte 

• The Written Word with Derrick Cummings 

& Micah Baker 

• Poetry Critique Workshop - Bring your 

poems to share and workshop! 

Free Registration at: http://

slamarillo.webs.com, by emailing 

dcummings@wtamu.edu 

or ptyrer@wtamu.edu; or by calling 

806.651.2476 

The January meeting will be 

in a new location-the 

WTAMU campus, in the 

Alumni Banquet Facility.  

Parking is east of the 

building, and the place is 

fully accessible. No parking 

permits are needed. See #23 

on the following map: 

http://www.wtamu.edu/about/

campus_map.aspx 

President’s Report, cont. 

Information on the January Meeting and Special Event 

 

Editor:                 Bobette Doerrie       806-658-2264     ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com 

Assistant editor:  Jerome Doerrie        806-658-2264     k5is@hotmail.com    

Who We Are:  Panhandle Professional Writers was founded as Panhandle Pen Women and is located in the 
Texas Panhandle. We are the second oldest writing group in the nation. Our membership includes writers of 
various genre who have come together to learn more about the craft of writing. Everyone from the 
unpublished beginner to the multi-published author will find support, encouragement, and friends on all levels 
of their writing endeavors. 

The PPW WINDOW is published preceding the six all day mini-workshops held on the third Saturday of 
January, March, May, July, September, and November.  Lunch reservations  are due on the Tuesday before the 
meetings.  A nationally recognized writer’s conference, Frontiers in Writing, is held each June.  Members may 
participate in the on-line discussion group.  The dues are $30 for the year and renewal is each January 1st.   

Gold membership for donations up to $99 over dues. 

Platinum membership for donations $100 or more over dues. 

 

Dues can be mailed to PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114 
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meetings, I am motivated to 
continue the writing projects that I 
have started. Getting to know 
other writers individually and see 
them accomplish their goals in 
writing helps me to realize that I 
can too. PPW allows us 
opportunities to encourage others 
to reach their goals and to rejoice 
with them in their success. When 
we participate in encouragement 

I want to thank all of you for 
putting up with me during 
Barbara’s absence at the 
November meeting. I hope each 
one of you enjoyed the speakers 
on the program, and that you 
gained some bit of knowledge or 
inspiration from them. I know I 
did.  

Each time I attend the PPW 

and rejoicing with others in their 
achievements, we are able to feel a 
small part of that success 
ourselves, and should use it as a 
building block toward our own 
achievements. I am looking 
forward to the next meeting, and 
to seeing you there. May each one 
of you be blessed during the 
Holidays and into the New Year! 

Note from Craig Keel, President–Elect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reason 99% of all stories 

written are not bought by 

editors is very simple. Editors 

never buy manuscripts that are 

left on the closet shelf at home.  

- John Campbell  

Cheryl Beckley—Writes fiction, 
poetry, and non-fiction.  She is 
working on a novel about sawmill days 
in small East Texas towns. 

Bobette Doerrie—Letter to the 
Editor, The Perryton Herald, on 
tolerance and respect concerning 
political advertising. 

Jerome Doerrie—Article “Balloons 
over Booker” in The Booker News 
explaining the flight path of three 
balloons in the Gas Balloon Challenge 
portion of the Albuquerque Balloon 
Festival. 

Beverly Hanlon—Writes non-fiction. 

Laura Harrison—Writes romance, 
fiction, poetry and is working on 
“Kelly’s Hurdle.” 

Edyth Jackson—Writes and edits a 
monthly newsletter for Eta Phi 
Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. 

Lynnette Jalufka—Writes medieval 
fiction and is working on “Never 
Surrender.” 

Betty Brown Johnson—Is working 
on family stories. 

Craig Keel—Writes Historical, 
Christian, and is working on 
“Unlawful Words” and “A Wagon full 
of Dreams.” Craig has also had an 
article “Faith is Essential to Our 
Salvation” in the October Edition of  
Restoration.com. 

Nancy Keel—Writes horror/
suspense/thriller and is working on 
“The Deepest Pool.” 

Deborah Lawrence—Is working on 
a Christian fantasy. 

Mary Ann Lee—Had a book signing 
December 6th at Barnes & Noble for 
“The Big Texan Story.” 

Bob “Crocodile” Lile—Wrote a 
grant application for Triangle Motel 
project and is working on a book 
about personalities who live and work 
on Route 66. 

Marianne Logan—won 1st place in 
the Poetry Society of Texas annual 
contest and is working on articles 
about the Triangle Motel. 

Nadyne Lynn-- Self-published a 
book about her mother’s 90th birthday 
celebration. 

Janda Raker—Is working on an 
anthology of flash fiction. 

Nancy Rantala—Writes resumes. 

Ellen Richardson—Writes non-
fiction. 

Jim Richardson—Has written “Little 
Boy Blew,” a memoir of his WWII 
Navy experiences. 

Dianne Sagan—Is ghostwriting 3 
books, has a contract for “Rebekah 
Redeemed,” and has a new blog:  
www.diannesagan.wordpress.com. 

 

Suzi Sandoval—Writes about 
inspiration and motivation. 

Claudia Stravato—Writes short 
stories, essays, and magazine articles. 

Dwight Vick—Has two book 
contracts for American drug/alcohol 
policy and Drug courts. 

Roundtable Report—Bernice Simpson, Membership  

 The following PPWers are on the “write track”:   
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1. Deadline: Entries must be 
postmarked no later than March 1, 
2009. .   Mail to: Frontiers in 
Writing Contest, P. O. Box 19303– 
Amarillo, TX 791164  

2. SUBMIT one (1) copy of entry, 
which must be an original, 
unpublished work, by you, not sold 
or optioned    prior to this contest 
deadline. Entries placing in the top 3 
of each category from the FiW 2008 
contest are     ineligible 

3.  All entries must be double-
spaced (unless otherwise specified 
in the category listings) typed in 12-
point font size on one side of 8 ½” x 
11” white paper with 1” margins on all 
sides. Black ink only. 

4.Put your name on the Contest 
Entry Form and outside envelope 
only. An author’s name on any part 
of the entry pages will result in 
immediate disqualification without 
refund. 

5. Type the title on the first page 
and the title or keyword(s) on the 
top left corner of each succeeding 
page.  

6. Number the pages consecutively 
beginning Mark your category 
number(s) on the outside of the 
envelope in the lower right corner, 
as well as on your  SASE. 

 

7. A separate entry form is required 
for each submission. (Make 
photocopies of form before 
making submissions so you’ll 
have enough.) All entries can be 
submitted in one envelope. 

8. Do not send anything signature 
required. Either use “Delivery 
Confirmation” service provided by 
the Post Office, or enclose a self-
addressed, stamped post card 
(SASP), with the entry, to be 
returned when your entry is 
received. 

9. Enclose a 9 X 12 self-addressed, 
stamped envelope (SASE) for 
return of entries, judges’ score 
sheets, and any winner’s 
certificates and prizes. NOTE: this 
SASE should be the SAME 
POSTAGE amount as the envelope 
mailing your entry. (No metered 
mail.) Any entry without SASE 
will be destroyed and no 
certificates or prizes will be sent, 
but the entry will not be 
disqualified. 

10. Entries failing to comply with 
these rules will be disqualified and 
returned, as stated.  

 

No refunds for disqualified entries. 

 

 

MAILING CHECKLIST 

• Manuscript_  

• Synopsis, outline, treatment, or 

cover letter, if required by 

category  

• Separate Contest Entry Form 

for each submission, signed by 

authors(s)  

• Check, money order, or 

complete credit card 

information  

• SASE with proper postage 

amount (NO METERED 

POSTAGE). 

• Category (s) marked on 

envelope, bottom right corner  

• Category (s) marked on SASE, 

bottom right corner  

• SASP or Delivery confirmation, 

if desired  

Frontiers in Writing Contest 

P.O. Box 19303            

Amarillo, TX 79114 

SEE WEBSITE OR 

BROCHURE FOR  

CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

FiW 2009 Contest rules 

E. The most important criteria for 

good writing is clarity. 

F. I got the additional add-ons for 

free. 

G. More importantly, we completed 

the project. 

H. Get off of my foot! 

I. Rolls-Royce is the penultimate 

luxury car! 

A. She accidently called the 

policeman “Honey”. 

B. “At this particular point in time, 

the President has not made a 

decision on that.” 

C. The alphabet comprises twenty-

six letters. 

D. “I could care less if she speaks to 

me or not.” 

J. Those kind of cars are not in my 

budget. 

K. Try and take your club back 

more. 

L. He is undoubtedly talented. 

M. When hope of recovery is gone, 

suicide is a viable option. 

N. She would of come if she had a 

ride. 

January Puzzle-Which are incorrect, and why?  

VOLUME 2009, ISSUE 1 
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E. Criterion is singular; criteria is 

plural. 

F. Use “for nothing” or “free”. 

G. “Importantly” is an adverb with 

no verb to modify. “What is more 

important” could be used. 

H. “Of” is redundant. Get off! 

I. “Penultimate” means “next to 

last”. Did he mean “ultimate”? 

Source: Sleeping Dogs Don’s Lay: 

Practical Advice for The 

Grammatically Challenged by Richard 

Lederer and Richard Dowis 

A. “Accidentally” is proper spelling. 

B. Just say “now”. 

C. Correct. “Comprises” means 

“includes”. 

D. I couldn’t care less. 

J. “That kind” or “those kinds” 

K. “Try to “ is the correct usage. 

L. Correct 

M. “viable” means “capable of 

living”, like a “viable fetus” 

N. “Would have” come would have 

been correct. 

Puzzle answers from page 4 

Regular Business Meeting 
Minutes - November 15, 2008 

President-Elect Craig Keel 
called the meeting to order at 
12:49 PM. 

Craig announced that Barbara 
was not present due to health 
issues and asked for the group’s 
support.  He announced that 
our conference chair for the 
Frontiers in Writing Conference  
2009 will be Mike Bellah, from 
Amarillo College. Due to 
financial constraints, the 
conference may take a different 
form, which will be announced 
in the future.  

The January meeting will be at 
West Texas A&M University, in 
the Alumni Banquet Facility, 
with a cost to be announced. 

The majority of the officers will 
continue in their current 
positions for the year 2009-10; 
we will seek a person for the 
position of President-Elect. 

Jerome Doerrie announced the 
slate of upcoming programs:  

 January 17 -  Contesting by 
Harry Haines, author, in the 
morning and DNA Testing 
Truths and Untruths by David 
Scott, 84th District Attorney, in 
the afternoon session.  

March 21 - Professional Cutting 
Edge: Promoting Your Work by 
Matt Koumalats and a panel 
featuring by Jodi Thomas, Linda 
Broday, and Phyliss Miranda)  

and other romance writers.  

Visitors were recognized, and 
members were encouraged to 
pay their dues. 

The motion to adjourn was 
made by Jerome Doerrie and 
seconded by Marianne Logan. 
The meeting was adjourned at 
1:05 PM. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers (2008-2009) 

President  Barbara Propst    355-

0971 bcollins16@suddenlink.net 

President Elect –Craig Keel 

craig.keel@gmail.com 433-6321 

Membership Bernice Simpson 

373-2717 Topicsoncue@cs.com 

Newsletter Editor  Bobette 

Doerrie 806-658-2264   

ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com 

Programs  Jerome Doerrie  806-

658-2264 k5is@yahoo.com 

Conference  Chair– Dr. Mike 

Bellah, Amarillo College 674-7023 

mikebellah@hotmail.com 

Hospitality Suzanne Bogue 341-

6995 ppwlunch@yahoo.com 

Secretary Cheryl Beckley 

374-6650 rbeckley@mail.wtamu.edu 

Treasurer Joe Trent jdtrent@nts-

online.net 

Publicity  Laura Harrison 359-5329 

laurastella@suddenlink.net 

Technology  Travis Erwin806-

622-9206 travis@traviserwin.com 

Business Meeting Minutes 
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I give Nan Rinella a standing 

ovation for her inspiring 

workshop. The workshop was 

interesting, informative, well 

paced and well presented. 

Writing is as Red Barber says 

“sitting at a typewriter and 

opening a vein”. Truly a 

writer’s demise is 

exsanguination.  So, A Day of 

Encouragement turned out to 

be the blood transfusion I so 

desperately needed. 

I am also grateful that I 

didn’t have to travel to 

Houston or some other 

faraway place for a quality 

workshop. What a nugget the 

panel turned out to be. We 

are so blessed to have such 

great talent right here in 

Amarillo. Dr. Bella’s advice to 

me was “keep writing and 

find a small critique group.” 

Folks, I’m on the prowl for 

that group. If there is room 

somewhere please let me 

know. 

I have enjoyed the material 

and the books from the 

workshop. Just to know that 

such great minds as C.S. 

Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien 

experienced the same 

feelings of discouragement 

and self-doubt as I, is such 

an elation, not the negative 

feelings, but to be of kindred 

spirit. I have a different 

perspective and appreciation 

for authors.  Nan, I look 

forward to your next 

workshop.       

Suzi Sandoval on November’s Program “Day of Encouragement” 

Beilue, Mark D. Williams 

and Dr. Mike Bellah. A 

popular columnist for the 

Amarillo Globe News, Beilue 

will talk about how he finds 

his stories. Williams, an 

outdoor writer who has 

authored nearly a dozen 

books and hundreds of 

Creative Non-Fiction 

to be Featured at 

FiW2009 

The 2009 Frontiers in Writing 

Workshop will focus on 

creative nonfiction and will 

feature a number of local 

writers, including Jon Mark 

magazine articles, will show 

how to locate agents and 

publishers for your work. And 

Bellah--author, columnist 

and an English teacher at 

Amarillo College--will share 

how he found a niche for his 

writing in newspapers and on 

the World Wide Web. 

weeks old, manages to get out 

of the trailer unscathed, but 

stays close to be with his dying 

mother. This begins the one 

aspect of the mystery in this 

story: who actually owns the 

colt, a thoroughbred horse, 

named Orphan? 

Haines is brilliant in his depth of 

development of the characters 

in Orphan. Each is brought to 

life in such a way that they 

bond with the reader. It is a joy 

to read such a wonderful story 

within a mystery and especially 

one that doesn't need to resort 

to bad language or unnecessary 

violence to accomplish its goal. 

Orphan is one of the best books 

of the year. 

 

Special thanks to guest 

reviewer Betty of The Betz 

Review for contributing her 

review of Orphan and to 

Book Trends for providing an 

ARC of the book for this 

review. 

Orphan Review: Harry 

Haines crafts a novel of love, 

greed, and murder in Orphan, 

a book so beautifully written 

that it should be kept near to 

be cherished again. 

 

A tragic accident has occurred on 

the highway to Amarillo, Texas. 

An old pickup truck pulling a 

horse trailer with a mare and her 

colt collides with a car and is 

overturned. The drivers are 

dead, and the mare has internal 

damages. The colt, about two 

Review of Harry Haines’ Book Orphan, published as a result 
of winning the Mayhaven Award for Fiction in a contest 

VOLUME 2009, ISSUE 1 
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The Southwest Cowboy 

Poets’ Association 

Breakfast is on the 2nd 

Saturday of each month at  

8:00 a.m. at the Big Texan 

Steak Ranch. 

 

Dianne Sagan has a new 

blog, and she is doing a new 

kind of ghostwriting: 

memoirs, in a service called 

Legacy. Learn more about 

Dianne Sagan at http://

dgsagan. tripod.com or 

contact her at 

dianne@diannesagan_ 

writer.com. “I have a book 

trailer on my blog that I think 

you all would enjoy. It is for 

"Storm" by Joyce Anthony, 

my guest this week. See it at 

www.diannesagan.wordpress.

com   

 

Give me a Texan, an 

anthology authored by four 

PPW members (,Jodi Thomas, 

DeWanna Pace, Linda Broday, 

and Phyliss Miranda)  has 

been nominated for Best 

Western Romance of 2008 at 

LoveWesternRomances .com, 

along with a line-up of great 

authors. Voting ends on 

January 11th. If you have a 

minute, cast your vote at 

www.LoveWesternRomances. 

com (once at the site, please 

click on "click here to vote".) 

Note from the editor: 

Please send 

announcements to the 

“working mailbox” at 

ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com

Announcements 

www.owfi.org.  You can print 

the cover sheet and entry 

form from the website too -- 

click the Home tab, then 

Forms, and you'll find the 

contest forms listed 

there. It's also time to 

register for the conference, 

which is shaping up to be a 

wonderful event. You can 

register online or by 

mail.  Also, on the website 

under the Conference tab, 

you'll find a dedicated link to 

the Embassy Suites Norman 

hotel, where you can register 

and get the OWFI discounted 

room rate. 

For Those who are members 

of OWFI  as well as PPW, 

from Phyllis Miranda, 

president of the OWFI 

chapter Ol’ Tascosa 

Wordslingers: The OWFI contest 

deadline is coming up fast! 

It's February 1st!    

Get those entries in the mail. 

All the information was in the 

December REPORT, and it's 

also on the website at 

Dues Form 

Your Name and Address are on the label, which is on the reverse side 

Clip out this section, which includes your name and address on the other side, and mail with your check to  

PPW, Box 19303, Amarillo, TX 79114 

Email address (for announcements)___________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number__________________________________________________ 

 

Membership level paid for: 

_____regular ($30)      

_____Gold  (up to $99 over dues)               ___Platinum ($100 over dues 

OWFI Contest Entries Due February 1 

VOLUME 2009, ISSUE 1 
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Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter 

as a promotional tool is that you can 

reuse content from other marketing 

materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

your newsletter is to develop and write 

Inside Story Headline 
It’s past time to pay your dues! 

 

PPW is a growing , supportive 

organization, but we depend on 

dues for our programs, especially 

the Frontiers in Writing Conference. 

 

See page 7 for additional 

information and levels of  

membership. Mail to:  

Panhandle Professional Writers  

PO Box 19303  

Amarillo, Texas 79114  

 

     From the editors, Bobette and Jerome Doerrie 

                    ppwnewsletter@yahoo.com 

The PPW Window is designed to serve the membership. We 

welcome submissions, news, updates, member concerns,  

announcements, your web sites, and blogs. This is an ideal 

publication for members who want the experience of being 

published and working with a friendly editor. 

 Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month before the 

meeting.   

From: 

THE PPW WINDOW 

c/o Bobette and Jerome Doerrie 

13925 Co. Rd. B 

Booker, TX 79005 

 

    To: 

 

“It isn’t what we don’t know that gives us 

trouble, it’s what we know that ain’t so.” 

    Will Rogers 


